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THOUGHTS, 


6fc,  Sfc. 


Religion,  in  some  form  or  other,  seeins  to  have  ■ 
been  observed  by  mankind,  in  all  ages  and  all  parts  of 
the  world  ;  and  considered  as  the  most  noble  employ- 
ment, of  the  most  divine  nature,  and  producing  the 
most  beneficial  effects  to  society,  of  all  the  objects 
that  ever  engaged  their  attention :  although  from 
casual  circumstances,  and  interested  motives  of  indi- 
viduals, there  are  as  many  modes  and  varieties  6f 
worship,  as  languages  or  nations  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  '    / 

Europeans  have  in  general  embraced  Christianity, 
as  contained  in  the  Bibte,  which  the^  call  the  Word 
of  God,  as  the  only  true  and  infallible  system  on 
earth,  and  which  only  can  lead  us  to  etenisl  happi- 
ness. This  Bible,  we  have  been  taught  to  believe,  is 
holy,  just,  perfect,  and  superior  to  the  hubian  under- 
standing ;  so  sacred,  that  to  doubt  or  disbelieve  it, 
would  entail  on  us  inevitable  never-ending  misery.  Thi» 
doctrine,  being  instilled  into  children  by  their  nurses, 
and  enforced  by  terror  at  a  riper  age,  has  long  been  a^ 
sented  to  by  the  generality  of  people,  ivho  seldoib 
think  or  enquire  for  themselves,  but  are  always  moFe  j 
or  less  the  dupes  of  designing  men.  -  > 

But  the  tinies  are  now  changing ;  the  privilege  6f 
reasoning  and  believing  for  ourselves  begins  to  be  et.-^  \ 
'  ercised — freedom  of  enquiry  abounds  ;  and  the  natu-^l 
ral  inherent  right  of  speaking  and'acting  aecording  ih  / 
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i  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience  (without  injuring 
'  society)  is  happily  enjoyed.  Consequently,  imposi- 
tions of  every  kind,  superstitious  prejudices,  and  the 
Jong  worshipped  fabrics  of  civil  and  religious  tyranny, 
are  daily  growing  into  contempt, ^nd  in  all  probability 
will  soon  he  torn  from  their  foundations,  and  con- 
signed to  that  infamous  oblivion  which  they  so  highly 
merit. 

To  come  more  immediately  to  the  point — the  Chris- 
tian religion,  as  generally  practised,  presents  itself  as 
one  of  those  monuments  of  iornorance  and  credulitv, 
which  the  wisdom  of  the  present  generation  is  proba- 
bly destined  to  overthrow,  and  to  substitute  a  system 
more  simple,  more  pure,  and  more  agreeable  to  the 
dictates  of  reason.  The  Bible,  upon  examination,  we 
sliall  find  deficient  in  many  of  the  virtues  that  have 
been  ascribed  to  it.  As  a  human  composition,  its 
merits  have  been  greatly  over-rated :  it  is  exceeded  in 
sentiment,  in,vention,  style,  and  every  other  literary 
qualification.  The  obscurity,  incredibility,  and  obsce- 
nity, so  cpnspicuous  in  many  parts  of  it,  would  justly 
condemn  the  works  of  a  modern  writer.  It  contains 
a  mixture  of  inconsistency  and  contradiction  ;  tp  call 
which  the  xcord  of  God,  is  the  highest  pitch  of  extra- 
vagance :  it  is  to  attribute  jto  the  Deity  that  which  any 
person  of  common  sense  would  blush  to  confess  him- 
self the  author  of. 

How  are  the  rights  and  dignity  of  human  nature 
insulted,  degraded,  and  trampled  upon  !  how  are  man- 
kind blinded,  deceived,  and  led  away  by  this  system ! 
how  is  the  honour  and  character  of  the  Almighty  af- 
fronted by  the  absurd  and  impious  doctrines  it  con- 
tains !  How  is  the  sacred  name  of  God  abused  and 
prostituted  to  the  vilest  and  most  execrable  purposes, 
by  his  pretended  worshippers !  And  all  for  one  sim- 
'  pie,  evident  end,  to  gratify  the  pride  and  avarice  of 
:  unprincipled,  designing  men  !  '        , 

r.,r;   But  something  more  than  declamation  is  necessary 
;  to.  support  these  assertions.     I  shall  therefor<^  give  the 
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reasons  why  I  disbelieve  the  Christian  system,  and  all  ■■ 
the  arguments  advanced  in  its  favour.  v  i^aiji^,   j    j 

As  to  the  existing  proofs  of  the  divine  authority  of 
the  Bible^  whether  internal  or  external,  whether  the  ' 
evidence  we  feel  in  our  own  minds  on  examining  itj  or  1 
the  miracles  which  are  said  to  have  attended  its  propa-  / 
gation,  they  are  of  no  avail  in  convincing  us  of  its  _ 
divine  origin :  and  I  do  not  think,  that  independent  of  ; 
the  prejudices   of  education,  and  the  power  of  elo- 
quence, there  ever  was  a  reasonable  thinking  man, 
who  felt  a  sufficient  internal  evidence  to  convince  him 
of  the  reality  of  the  whole  of  its  doctrines,     -sto  li:  r 

With  respect  to  the  public  proofs  exhibited  by  its 
founder^,  we  find  them  no  stronger  than  those  in 
favour  of  Mahometanism,  or  perhaps  any .  other  sys- 
tem. Mahomet  is  said  to  have  wrought  a&  many  mi- 
racles, preached  as  good  doctrine,  converted  ten  times  ■ 
as  many  followers,  ahd  was  far  more  successful  in  all 
his  enterprizes,  however  bold  and  difficult,  than  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Christians  say,  the  Mahometan  miracles  ' 
were  nothing  but  impostures;  and  the  Mahometans 
say,  with  as  much  authority,  that  the  Christian  mira- 
cles were  the  same. 

If  the  gospel  system  was  so  clear,  so  reasonable, 
and  sq  powerful,  as  its  advocates  assert,  what  necessity 
could  there  have  been  for  miracles  to  support  it  ?     If 
it  had  any  foundation  in  reason  and  nature,  there 
would  have  been  no  occasion  for  mysteiy,  mir^ele^  or 
revelation,  to  confirm  it.     A  doctrine  that  is  reason-  " 
able  and  true,  will  appear  so  to  every  unprejudiced  - 
mind,  without  the  aid  of  any  thing  supernatural.  \ 
Consequently,  that  system  which  requires  miraculous  | 
assistance  to  establish  it,  and  cannot  be  proved  by  \ 
hun[Kin  meians,  is  neither  reasonable  nor  true.  '    i  : 

-    Supposing  the  Bible  to  have  been  written  by  divine  l 
inspiration,  at  the  times,  and  by  the  persons  mentrcHied  : 
in  it,  still  it  is  next  to  impossible,  that  it  could;  have 
been  transmitted  down  to  the  present  time  pure  and  | 
uncontaminated,   even  if  there  had   been,  but   on^  I 
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nation  and  one  language  upon  earth.  The  variety  of 
translations  and  editions  it  has  passed  through  in  the 
course  of  near  1800  years,  if  it  has  existed  so  long, 
(which  I  am  incHned  to  disbelieve  of  many  parts)  and 
the  <?Dntinual  improvements  and  alterations  in  human 
language,  during  that  period,  amount  to  a  presumptive 
proof  that  the  sense  has  been  unavoidably  mistaken,  or 
wilfully  perverted.  A  confirmation  of  this  remark  is 
open  to  all :  let  any  one  take  the  trouble  of  comparing 
different  copies  of  the  Bible,  printed  in  the  last  and 
present  centuries,  or' even  in  the  same  year,  and  he 
will  often  find  a  striking  disagreement. 

Admitting  that  the  Bible  contains  the  only  doctrine 
by  which  we  can  obtain  salvation  arid  everlasting  life, 
which  of  the  numberless. professions  that  have  sprung 
out  of  it  are  we  to  embrace  ?  One  sect  tells  us  that 
there  is  no  salvation  out  of  the  pale  of  their  church. 
Another  tells  us,  that  unless  we  believe  and  practise 
their  doctrines,  we  shall  surely  be  damned.  Let  us 
believe,  therefore,  in  whatever  particular  profession  we 
may,  we  shall  be  damned  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  others.  .    ..  .   t  - 

How  gracious  and  beneficent  is  the  Christian  sys- 
tem! so  perfect  and  pure  that  it  creates  so  many  dif- 
ferent, distinct,  and  opposite  denominations  of  be- 
lievers; all  of  them  right,  infallibly  right,  in  their  own 
opinions,  and  proving  their  doctrine  by  the   clear,   in- 

coatestible  authority  of  divine  revelation  !     '       : 

Many,  as  an  excuse  for  countenancing  a  doctrine 
which  they  confess  may  not  be  true,  say,  that  if  the 

Christian  religion  be  false,  it  is  still  very  hurtful  to  at- 
tempt to  overturn  it;  as  we  have  no  better  guide,  and 
no  other  method  to  restrain  the  passions  and  regulate 
\  the  conduct  of  mankind  ;  as  it  is  the  most  perfectand 
;  beneficial  system  that  could  be  devised.  To  deter- 
l  mine  this,  we  must  look  at  its  effects. 
^  .^  That  doctrine  which  has  '  the  greatest  tendency  to 
,'  secure  our  present- anil  future  happiness  is  the  best ;  it 
/  pcoves  itself  to  be  so.     That  the  Christian  system  does 

1-       .       - 
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not  tend  to  make  us  happier,  may  easily  be  shewn,  by 
tracing  its  natural  operations  on  the  human  mind.   ^ 
By  it  we  are  led  to  believe,  that  we  are  all  miserable 
and  ruined  wretches ;  corrupt  and  exceedingly  wicked 
from  our  very  birth ;  naturaHy  sinful,  and  opposed  to 
the  will  of  God  in  all  our  actions,  words,  and  thonghts ; 
and  so  far  from  deserving  the  common  blessings  of  life, 
that  if  justice  had  been  done  us,  we  should  long  since 
have  been  cast  into  endless  punishment.     Tribulation, 
distress,  and  sore  trials,  are  the  common  lot  of  man- 
kind^ especially  the  good.     "  Whom  the  Lord  loveth 
he  cnasteneth."     This  world,  it  tells  us,  is  a  wretched, 
tiresome,  and  accursed  place ;  a  mere  sink  of  guilt  and 
misery  ;  and  all  its  enjoyments  vanity  and  vexation  of 
spirit.    Though  by  the  bye,  those  who  are  called  sincere 
and  pious  Christians  seem  to  be  as  desirous  of  continu- 
ing in  it,  and  tasting  the  good  things  it  affords,  as  the 
most  sensual  and  worldly-minded  sinner.     It  likewise 
instils  into  its  followers  such  a  servile  fear,  and  dread 
of  the  wrath  of  heaven,  that  they  can  neither  lie  down 
at  night,  nor. rise  in  the  morning,  without  first  attempt- 
ing, by  intreaty,  flattery,  and  fair  promises,  to  appease 
the  Divine  angerj  and  persuade  the  Almighty  to  per- 
mit them  to  exist  in  peace.    Every  accident  is  a  judge- 
ment, and  a  prelude  to  further  punishment.     Every 
misfortune  that  happens  to  their  neighbours  is  a  warn- 
ing to  them ;  and  they  are  liable  every  moment  to  be 
cut  off  by  an  avenging  God,  and  sent  to  Hell.      'iM 
.  While  on  the  one  hand,  they  represent  the  Deity  as 
their  servant,  to  assist  them  on  every  occasion,  avert- 
ing every  ill  they  bring  upon  tl^mselves,  and  extric^* 
ing  them  from  every  difficulty  and  distress  they  plunge  ' 
themselves  into ;  on  the  other  he  is  supposed  to  be  a 
fierce,  revengeful  tyrant,  delighting  in  cruelty,  punish-  : 
ing  his  creatures  for  the  very  sins  which  he  causes   i 
them  to  commit";  and  creating  numberless  millions  of    V 
imqnortal  souls,  tbat  could  never  have  offended  him,     ; 
for  the   express  purpose  of  tormenting  them  to  all 
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eternity.     Thus  they  are  generally  miserable  through 
;  life,  in  meditating  on  death  and  its  supposed  conse- 

'  quenees. 

The  authwity  of  the  Bible  appears  still  more  doubt- 

*  ful  from  the  absurdities  aiKl  contradictions  it  contains ; 

coDtradictions  which  all  the  sophistical  ingenuity*  of 

reverend  divines,    with  their  literal   meaning    of  this 

text,  and  spiritual  interpretation  of  that,  can  never 

explain  or  reconcile. 

In  the  very  first  chapter  of  the  whole  volume,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  creation,  we  find  an  inexpli- 
cable dijficulty.  In  (ienesis  i.  27,  28,  we  are  told, 
that  *'  God  created  man,  male  and  female^  blessed 
ihem,  and  said  unto  them*'  &c.  But  in  ii.  90,  we 
find  that  *'  there  was  not  an  help  meet  for  Adam :" 
therefore,  ver.  18,  "6lod  said,  it  is  not  good  that 
man  should  be  alone."{^  And,  ver.  99,  '*.he  made  a 
woman,  and  brought  her  unto  the  man.*' 

The    Almighty,   according  to   many  parts   of    the 
Bible,  is  a  perfect,  unchangeable  being.     In  Isaiah,  he 
is  said  to  declare,  that  he  is  "  not  as  a  man,  that  he 
should  repent."    But  in  other  places  we  read  of  his 
repenting  very  frequently.     He  repented  that  he  had 
made  man.     Having  determined  to  destroy  the  Israel- 
ites, and  having  slain  seventy  thousand  of  them,  "he 
repented  of  the  evil,"  and  spared  <the  rest.     He  told 
Hezekiah  that  "  he  should  surely  die,  and  not  live ;" 
but  immediately  repented,  and  gave  him  fifteen  years 
longer.    Jonah  prophesied,  in-hfs  name,  that  in  forty 
days  Nineveh  should  be  ovei^hrown  ;  but  the  people 
l)elieving  him  (though  he  did  not  perform  his  promise) 
rand  forsaking  their  sins,  he  "  repented  of  the  «vil  that 
he  said  he  would  do  unto  them,  and  did  it  not.** 

In  one  place  it  says,  "Our  God  is  a  consuming 

'  €re ;"  and  in  another,  "  God  is  love.'*    He  is  said  to  be  ^ 

jealous,  revengeful^  and  angry  with  the  wicked  every 

^day  ;  and  pleased  ag^n  as  often  as  they  repent :  pos- 

j  «essing  all  the  gooio^d  evil  qualities  of  man,  that 
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unstable,  wicked,  miserable,  and  insignificant  worna. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  he  is  perfectly  just,  wise,  im- 
mutable, and  can  never  repent.  . 
The  Christian  system,  I  venture  to  affirm,  has  been 

the  cause  of  moye  evil  in  the  world,  than   any  other 

that  ever  appeared  in  it.     By  inculcating  a  belief  that 

the  Deity  was  a  terrible  God,,  an   inexorable  judge, 

taking  vengeance  on  all  his  enemies;  its  professors, 

wishing  to  conform  as  much  as  possible  to  thecharae- 
ter  and  disposition  of  their  God^  have  in  all  ages  acted 
with  the  same  spirit,  and  upon  the  same  principles  : 

/»  O  let  this  strong,  unerring  hand. 

Thy  holts  for  ever  throw; 
And  deal  damnation  round  the  land, 
On  each  I  judge  thy  foe." 

Inspired  with  the  most  vindictive  hatred  to  all  who 
do  not  subscribe  to  the  principles  they  profess  (who 
are,  according  to  their  faith,  enemies ;  for  they  say, 
there  is  no  medium  or  neutrality,  "all  who  are  not  for 
us  are  against  us ;)"  they  have  never  failed,  in  any 
country,  and  at  all  times,  when  they  had  the  power^  to 
exercise  the  most  cruel  and  detestable  spirit  that  ever 
disgraced  human  nature.  Not  contented  with  insult- 
ing, oppressing,  enslaving,  and  butchering  the  poor 
heretics  here,  but  most  humanely  and  charitably  con- 
demning them  to  everlasting  torments  hereafter.^. m-  ,' 

During  the  first  320  years  of  its  eiustence,  Chris- 
tianity occasioned  the  destruction  of  many  millions  of 
mankind.  In  the  first  part  of  this  period,  the  Chris-  ; 
tians  were  the  greatest  sufferers;  but  in  the  year  312 
Maxentius  and  his  army  of  200,000,  were  most  of 
them  drowned  in  the  Tiber,  or  slain  by  Constantine, 
the  Christian  emperor,  who,  in  three  great  battles,  in 
one  of  which  100,000  were  killed,  reduced  and  put  to 
death  Licinus,  the  deputy  emperor  of  the  East ;  perse- 
cuted the  Heathens,  and  destroyed  their  idofe,  the 
symbols  of  their  divinities.  -^  ^  t  • 

,,,  In  the  twelfth  and  subsequent  centuries,  miUioQS  of ; 


1^-:.; 


:-i^^' 


10  THOUGHTS  ON  THE 

Waldenses  and  Protestants  were  murdered  in  the  south 
of  France.  How  many  millions  lost  their  lives  in  the 
mad  crusades  for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land  !  In 
Germany  and  Flanders,  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  in  South  America.  But  I  stop,  or  "  I  could 
a  tale  unfold*  whose  lightest  word  would  harrow  up 
the  soul,*'  chill  the  blood  with  horror,  and  draw  forth 
curses  from  the  grave  against  the  very  name  of  a 
religion  which  has  been  made  the  pretext  for  such 
cruelties. 

Indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  mischief 
that  has  attended  the  Christian  system  since  its  com- 
mencement. But,  say  its  advocates,  all  this  was  done 
by  Antichrist,  or  the  false  church.  Which  then  is  the 
true  church  ?  Not  that  which  persecutes.  And  what 
church  is  that }  The  church  of  Rome  ?  No :  for 
that,  after  long  struggles,  no  sooner  became  established 
in  power,  than  it  persecuted  its  dissenting  sons  with 
all  the  zeal  and  barbarity  that  it  had  experienced  from 
its  enemies.  The  church  of  England  ?  No :  for  al- 
though that  separated  from  the  church  of  Rome,  and 
rejected  many  of  the  errors  and  corruptions  which  had 
crept  into  it ;  yet  no  sooner  was  it  fully  established  in 
Great  Britain,  than  it  very  carefully  trod  over  the  steps 
of  the  mother  church,  persecuted  Roman  Catholics, 
and  all  Dissenters.  The  Puritans,  who  fled  to  this 
country  for  the  sake  of  freedom  of  conscience  and 
religious  liberty,  were  no  sooner  settled,  than  they  dis- 
covered the  same  illiberal  persecuting  spirit  which 
drove  them  hither,  and  persecuted  the  Quakers  in  their 
tiirn  ;  becoming  as  corrupt  as  any  of  the  former 
churches.  Each  of  them,  while  they  were  weak  and 
defenceless,  suffered  by  the  murderous  hand  of  its 
oppressors ;  and,  when  become  strong  and  powerful, 
persecuted  and  martyred  its  feebler  enemies.  And  I 
believe  there  is  not  a  church  in  Christendom  but 
would,  if  it  could  not  convert,  most  gladly  destroy  all 
its  opposers  ;  had  it  that  one  essential  and  only  neces- 
-saiy  quality,  power.     For  they  affirm,  that  the  world, 
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with  all  its  blessings,  are  nothing  but  temptations  to  , 
draw  them  away  from  their  true  interest;  and  that 
unbelievers  of  every  kind  are  their  natural  implacable 
enemies.  ■'  '-^-^   ■.  •..'  '.•-■'-••-•■ '^.-i''til'^'f'*s-  ■.  ^■■ 

The  carnal  mind,  say  they,  is  enmity  to  God  and  . 
his  people,  (themselves)  and  is  in  continual  opposition 
to  every  thing  good  and  heavenly  ;  they  must  j|gn  of 
necessity  wage  an  eternal  war  against  all  whollkjiot 
acknowledge  their  system,  as  the  only  sure  gui^Jto 
heaven.  "- 

The  powerful  blow  which  has  been  aimed  at  this 
system  of  feith  by  Paine's  Age  of  Reason,  has  created 
a  general  and  well-founded  alarm.  That  work,  to 
every  bigotted  or  interested  follower  of  Christianity, 
appears  in  a  dreadful  light  indeed,  as  it  is  a  direct  at- 
tack upon  their  favourite,  their  dearly-beloved  system 
of  gospel  faith,  which  exalts  them,  in  their  own 
opinions,  so  much  above  the  rest  of  mankind. 

The  Christian  theology  is  so  favourable  to  the  pride 
and  vanity  of  man,  that  the  slightest  attempt  to  over- 
turn it  occasions  an  universal  panic  in  its  supporters, 
who  immediately  display  all  the  ensigns  of  their  cause, 
the  pompous,  high-sounding  anathemas  of  Scripture, 
to  frighten  the  bold  invader  of  their  aerial  territories. 
So  far  they  act  consistently ;  for  where  they  have  no 
weapons  or  defence  from  nature  and  reason,  fear  and 
hope,  though  unfounded  and  delusive,  are  the  only  ex- 
pedients left.  By  representing  the  terrors  of  their  law 
in  the  most  horrid  colours,  the  wretched  victim  of 
their  designs  cries  out  in  the  depth  of  despair,  -  *  Lord, 
what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  V  The  work  is  then  in  a 
certain  way  of  success ;  the  convert  gives  himself  up 
to  the  direction  of  the  church  in  all  things,  and  is  ever 
after  the  passive  tool  of  its  power.  These  converts 
are  seldom  or  never  made  by  pure  reason  and  sound, 
argument,  for  these  would  never  answer  the  purpose ; 
but  the  passions,  which  may  be  driven  by  every  gale 
that  blows,  the  fickle  and  inconstant  passions,  are  so 
influenced  by  the  power  of  false  eloquence  in  violent 
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declamations  and  vehement  harangues,  that  the  calm, 
even  voice  of  reason  is  not  heard,  or  is  disregarded, 
amidst  the  bustle  of  jarring  emotions ;  and  the  poor 
frightened  wretch  catches  hold  of  the  first  object  that 
is  held  out  to  save  him  from  his  fancied  perishing  and 
undone  condition.  Without  ever  once  considering 
whether  the  profession  they  embrace  is  founded  in 
nature  and  reason,  they  confide  wholly  in  the  piety  of 
their  spiritual  teacher,  leave  their  faith  and  hope  alto- 
gether in  his  hands,  and  trust  entirely  upon  his  pro- 
mises and  power.  Their  belief  he  can  alter  or  abolish 
at  pleasure ;  for  what  he  preaches  they  must  adhere  to ; 
what  he  allows  they  must  profess  ;  what  he  approves 
must  be  true. 

In  fact,  the  Christian  system  has  never  yet  been 
weighed  in  the  impartial  balance  of  reason,  or  received 
a  candid  trial  in  the  thinking  world.  Force,  fraud,  and 
other  unfair  means  have  always  been  necessarily  em- 
ployed for  its  establishment.  Had  it  been  founded  on 
truth,  or  consistent  with  common  sense,  its  advocates 
would  never  have  refused  to  submit  it  to  reason,  and 
the  cool,  dispassionate  Judgement  of  mankind.  But 
they  well  knew  that  it  could  never  stand  the  test,  and 
this  would  be  the  certain  means  of  its  destruction. 
They  therefore  boldly  and  presumptuously  tell  the 
world,  that  it  is  beyond  the  reach  of  human  reason, 
which  is  not  competent  to  judge  rightly  of  it.  They 
confess  that  we  cannot  comprehend  a  great  part  of  it ; 
but  at  the  same  time  command  us  to  believe  it,  though 
we  cannot  understand  it. 

It  has  been  the  peculiarly  honourable  lot  of  Thomas 
Paine,  the  firm  advocate  of  truth,  the  undaunted 
champion  of  reason,  and  the  resolute  and  unconquer- 
able enemy  of  tyranny,  bigotry,  and  prejudice,  to 
open  the  door  to  free  and"  impartial  enquiry.  He  has 
boldly  entered  the  field  himself,  and  taught  the  world, 
that.no  true  system  of  principles,  however  sacred  they 

may  be  held  in  the  public  opinion,   and  however 

strongly-  protected    and     enforced   by    the    terrors  of 
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man's  vengeance  here,  and  eternal  punishment  here- 
after, is  too  awful  to  be  canvassed  by  reason,  or  too 
sublime  to  be  compirehended  by  common  sense. 

The  Christian  system,  as  it  is  not  consistent  with 
reason,  is  declared  to  be  above  it  ;  and  should  be  re- 
ceived even  if  it  does  not  appear  clear  and  intelligible 
to  our  human  capacities.       -    k;    ;   '^    /  i  u;;  Jahit       <  • 

This  by  prohibiting  enquiry,  effectually  prevents 
detection  of  falsehood  and  confirmation  of  truth.  The 
doctrine  is  received  upon  trust,  upon  the  credit  of  our  - 
forefathers  ;  because  they  taught,  or  rather  said  so, 
we  must  implicitly  believe  so,  all  the  remonstrances 
of  reason  and  experience  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

This  is  certainly  a  very  great  absurdity.  For  there 
once  was  a  beginning  to  every  system  or  theory  in 
being  ;  and  at  that  beginning  it  was  necessary  to  exer- 
cise reason  as  the  unerring  guide  to  direct  in  the 
choice  or  rejection  thereof.  If  mankind  were  not 
only  allowed,  but  necessitated  to  weigh  every  doctrine 
in  the  infallible  balance  of  reason,  at  any  time,  why 
are  we  not  entitled  to  the  same  privilege  at  present  ? 
Is  our  reason  degenerated  ?  Are  our  faculties  impaired  ? 
Or  rather,  are  we  not  far  more  wise  and  enlightened 
than  mankind  yvere  centuries  ago,  and  much  more 
competent  to  understand  and  judge  of  things  than 
they  were?^  By  the  practice  before  mentioned,  by 
that  tyranny  pver  the  minds  of  men,  which  has  ever 
been  exercised  in  despotic  states,  the  grossest  falsehoods 
have  been  forced  upon  the  world  for  realities, 
and  the  most  detestable  impositions  established  and 

maintained  in  all  the  strength  and  vigour  of  immutable 
truth.    ■■    -.    -i-n-^y:--       -  /,:--',^:vi.i.;;^:vn«s%i^,:>>r  .. 

But  these  arts,  how  long  soever  they  may  prosper, 
and  by  whateyer  authority  they  may  be  supported ; 
though  they  may  call  to  their  aid  all  the  powers  of 
superstition   and   prejudices    of    education,     a:nd    be 

assisted  by  the  pride  and  deceit  of  hypocritical  bigots 
and  mercenary  tyrants  ;    still   must   they    finally  fall, 
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and  sink  into  contemptuous  oblivion.  The  pre- 
;  sent  state  of  society  seems  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
advancement  of  truth,  and  destruction  of  error.  The 
sun  of  reason  has  begun  to  appear,  dispelling  the 
thick  and  almost  impenetrable  mists  of  ignorance  and 
superstition,  illuminating  the  most  secret  recesses  of 
the  mind,  and  will  continue  to  increase  in  splendour, 
till  it  shine  forth  in  one  clear,  unclouded,  and  eternal 
day. 

'  TJie  writings  of  modern  philosophers  have  served 
greatly  to  illuminate  the  minds  of  the  present  genera- 
tion. I  will  here  quote  Pope's  beautiful  description  of 
that  sublime  and  heavenly  religion,  which  mankind  in 
a  state  of  nature  professed,  contrasted  with  that  dis- 
torted, gloomy  religion  which  has  been  imposed  on 
mankind  by  power  and  fraud. 

*•  Man,  like  his  Maker,  saw  that  all  was  right. 
To  virtue,  in  the  paths  of  pleasure,  trod. 
And  own'd  a  father  when  he  own'd  a  God. 
Love  all  the  faith,  and  all  th'  allegiance  then ; 
For  Nature  knew  no  right  divine  in  men. 
No  ill  could  fear  in  God  ;  and  understood 

A  sov'reigu  being  but  a  sovWeign  goodj* 

'  ■*  «  «  *  «  *  * 

*  ♦  *  ♦  •  ♦  « 

**  Superstition  taught  the  tyrant  awe. 

Then  shar'd  the  tyranny,  then  lent  it  aid. 

And  Gods  of  conq'rors,  slaves  of  subjects  made  : 

iSAe,  *midst  the  lightning^s  blaze  and  thunder's  sound. 

When  rock'd  the  mountains,  and  when  groan'd  the  ground. 

She  tau^t  the  weak  to  bend,  the  proud  to  pray. 

To  pow'r  unseen,  and  mightier  far  than  they  : 

I  iS'Ae,  from  the  rending  earth  and  bursting- skies, 

'  Saw  Gods. descend  and  fiends  infernal  rise  : 

Here  fix'd  the  dreadful,  there  the  blest  abodes ; 
Fear  made  her  devils,  and  weak  hope  her  gods  ; 
Gods  partial,  changeful,  passionate,  unjust. 
Whose  attributes  were  rage,  revenge,  or  lust ; 
Such  as  the  souls  of  cowards  might  conceive. 
And,  form'd  like  tyrants,  tyrants  would  believe. 
Zeal,  then,  not  charity,  became  the  gnide,  , 

And  hell  was  built  on  spite  f^nA  heav'n  on  pride. 

■     ~       Then  sacred  seem'd  th'  ethereal  vault  no  more ; 

•  .  Altars  grew  marble  then,  and  reek'd  with  gore ;  -"" 
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Then  first  the  Flamen  tasted  living  food ;  '\ 

Next  his  grim  idol  smear'd  with  human  blood ; 
With  heav'n's  own  thunders  shook  the  world  below ;  / 

And  play'd  the  god  an  engine  on  his  foe.** 

From  an  attentive  perusal  of  such  liberal,  enlightened 
writers  as  Pope,  Locke,  Hume,  &c.  who  were  not 
interested  in  forcing  any  unnatural  systems  upon  man- 
kind, whose  only  aim  was  the  happiness  of  the  human 
race,  and  from  my  own  reflections,  I  have  adopted  the 
following  creed,  which  I  here  submit  to  the  impar- 
tial consideration  of  my  fellow-citizens  of  all  denomi- 
nations. 

1 .  I  believe  in  one  God,  or  first  cause,  wise,  power- 
ful, and  good  ;  and  too  far  above  the  influence  of  hu- 
man actions  to  be  affected  by  any  thing  that  can  be 
done  on  earth.  ' 

2.  I   believe   in   the  equality   of  men   by   nature 
(though  so  different  by  accident)  the  universal  power 
of  conscience,  and  the  unerring   authority   of  natural  r 
reason. 

3.  I  believe  the  whole  duty  of  man  is  comprised  in 
this  one  great  republican  principle — Do  just  as  you 
would  be  done   unto. — My  reasons  for  believing  thus 
are,  in  the  first  place,   that  this  first  cause  is  wise  and 
powerful  beyond  our  conception,  is  clearly  evinced  in 
the  wonderful  formation  and  disposition  of  nature, 
exhibited  in  everj''  thing  that  we  have  any  perception 
of.     That  he  is  good,  the  whole  creation  proves  :  for 
we  find  nothing  made  but  what  is    useful,  beneficial, 
and  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  the  whole.     And 
that  he  is  too  far  above  the  reach  of  human  actions  to 
be  affected  by  any  thing  that  can  be  done  on  earth,  is  i 
inferred  from  nature,  reason,  and  experience  :  for  the-f 
only  idea  that  we  can  form  of  the  Deity  is,  that  he  is 
a   perfect,    unchangeable  being;  and  if  we   suppose 
that  he  so  particularly  notices  the  conduct  of  mankind  \ 
as  to  be  differently  affected  by  their   different  actions,  " 
we  must  allow  that  he  is  an   imperfect,  changeable 
being,  liable  to  be  pleased  or  vexed  at  the  mere  will  j 
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and  pleasure  of  his  creatures,  and  dependent  upon  the 
whim  and  caprice  of  inan. 

In  the  second  place,  it  appears  from  the  experience 
of  mankind  in  all  ages,  that  Nature,  in  the  creation 
of  man,  acts  impartially  and  equally  ;  but  leaves  his 
talents,  disposition,  &c.  to  be  regulated  by  mere  ac- 
cidental circumstances.  That  conscience  has  an  uni- 
versal power,  is  evident  from  the  dislike  and  abhor- 
rence, with  which  all  mankind  look  upon  actions  that 
tend  to  the  injury  of  society.  And  not  to  believe  in 
the  unerring  "authority  of  natural  reason,  would  be  to 
accuse  the  Deity  of  injustice  for  not  creating  us  capa- 
ble of  distinguishing  good  from  evil,  and  then  punish- 
ing us  for  the  evil  we  commit. 

In  the  third  place,  that  the  whole  duty  of  man  is 
comprised  in  this  one  great  republican  principle,  "  Do 
as  you  would  ^  done  unto,^'  has  appeared  so  notori- 
ous to  the  world  in  all  ages,  that  it  has  been  univer- 
sally agreed  upon,  as  the  unerring  rule  of  action,  and 
the  basis  of  happiness  :  by  the  observing  of  which 
there  can  be  neither  oppression,  deceit,  or  injustice 
of  any  kind.  The  duty  of  man  is  his  interest ;  his  in- 
terest is  to  make  himself  happy  ;  and  the  surest  and 
best  way  of  doing  this  is  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  whole. 

Finally,  that  system  of  religion  which  contradicts 
itself,  cannot  be  wholly  true. — That  which  is  not  con- 
sistent with  reason,  or  agreeable  to  the  order  of  nature, 
must  be  false,  as  different  from  the  will  of  the  Deity, 
displayed  in  all  his  works : — And,  that  which  tends  to 
promote  discord,  pride,  and  deceit,  is  prejudicial  to 
society,  and  ought  to  be  discountenanced  and  opposed 
by  every  good  man. 
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It  appears  to  be  the  general  opinion  among  the 
learned,  that  all  matter  is,  more  or  less,  in  a  continual 
state  of  transmutation ;  that  there  is  a  perpetual  re- 
pulsion and  attraction  in  nature.  It  is  also  the  opi- 
nion of  many  philosophers,  that  the  human  mind  is 
never  quite  stationary. 

That  locality,  early  habits,  examples,  affections,  and  , 
associations  have  the  greatest  effect  in  forming  the 
characters  and  opinions  of  men,  is  evident  to  our 
senses ;  and  that  after  the  character  may  be  considered 
to  be  formed,  a  contrary  course  of  habits,  &c,  of 
equally  long  or  longer  continuance  will  generally 
product  a  contrary  character. 

Every  attentive  observer  must  perceive,  that  we 
sometimes  dislike  and  entertain  an  unfavourable  opi^ 
nion  of  what  we  at  another  time  approve  and  cor- 
dially agree  to.  To  a  cursory  examiner  these  altera- 
tions may  appear  to  take  place  arbitrarily :  but  to  pae 
acquainted  with  the  philosophy  of  the  human  mind, 
accustomed  minutely  to  trace  the  different  links  and 
associations  which  bias  our  ideas,  they  will  appear,  sa 
far  from  being  arbitrary  or  supernatural,  to  be  perfectly- 
natural  and  agreeable  to  the  wise  order  of  things*  - 
It  would  seem  that  most  parties  agree  to  the  reasons' 
given  by  the  learned  for  such  alterations,  &c.,  except 
they  be  in  matters  of  religion  ;  here  each  party  aban- 
dons the  usual  methods  of  philosophising,  and  has 
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recourse  to  the    supernatural  interference   of  divine 
agency. 

That  extraordinary  instances  of  conversion  from 
vice  ta  virtue,  from  error  to  truth,  sometimes  take 
place,  for  which  the  most  profound  and  subtle  rea- 
soners  fail  to  give  satisfactory  causes,  is  most  readily 
granted ;  but  still  it  may  be  said,  that  our  not  being 
able  to  trace  a  natural  cause  is  no  proof  of  there  being 
none ;  for  past  experience  has  abundantly  proved  to 
the  world  the  folly  of  such  kind  of  inferences.  Many 
things  in  science  and  philosophy  are  now  even  demon- 
strable, that  formerly  were,  with  equally  good  reason, 
considered  to  be  miraculous  or  supernatural. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  considering  the  religious 
conversions  not  supernatural.  There  are  no  human 
criteria  to  determine  when  they  are  from  God  and 
when  they  are  not.  So  many  and  so  frequent  imposi- 
tions and  deceptions  take  place,  that  there  is  no 
distinguishing  the  false  from  tlie  true. 

These  enlightenments  are  equally  claimed  hymrery 
sect,  however  different  in  opinion.  Now,  su{^sing 
tbem-  to  be  from  God,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of 
believing  that  there  can  be  only  one  sect  which  can 
really  have  them  ;  for  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose 
the  Immutable  Creator  of  all  things  would  inspire  his 
creatures  to  believe,  as  true,  opposite  and  different 
doctrines ;  and  the  confining  of  the  divinfe  influence 
to  one  sect  only,  certainly  appears  to  be  partial  and 
arbitrary,  and  contrar^  to  the  saying,  that^"  God  is  no 
respecter  of  persons. ^^ 

"  iFeople  profesisin^  to  be  converted  can  never  give  a 
satisfactory  explanation  of  their  state,  either  to  others 
or  themselves,  so  as  to  do  away  all  apprehension  that 
they  may  not  be  actuated  by  impulse,  fear,  affections, 
&c.,  with  a  variety  of  other  natural  causes  which 
every  day  make  astonishing  alterations  in  the  minds  of 
mcB. 

We  sometimes  meet  with  individuals  who  at  one 
tiiae  considered  themselves  to  be  inspired,  and  shewed 
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every  ^outwjwdi«jgn^^^l^  ^)rw{^,  J^^fer^,  ift^ 
coAceive  they  peviej?;  lyere.  .       V        .        -  '  h  h^vt^iia 

Sudden  and  esKti;aof]di|wry  ^ai^^  ^^eqpeli^ 
j^an^  for  ^he  woi^  {.^b^  these  i^.|)€^Yifr^{^l}0||e4:iE# 
supernatural.  ,  Jt  jappj^ara  thalj  .cjofiv^^flS,  W^ofi^ 
quently  take  place  after  some  circumstances  which 
nattntdly  have  m^tiAbOAy  to  fix  the  attention,  soften* 
the  affections,  affect  the  passions,  and  subdbe^^ 
will ;  such  as  attending  religious  discourses,  the  death- 
bed of  a  friend,  extr^mS'^plnliV  poverty,  and  distress,      ^ 
&c.    Now,  may  not  these  be  said  to  account  for  the 
firet  natural  link  ?    Then  why  should  the  rest  of  the 
chain  be  miraculous  ?  ,  Jf  the^  ,9l^rvations  were  un- 
true, we  might  exp6ci  t6  nfad  t^bhVersions  occur  as  fre- 
quently among  one  sort  p|[  jsociety  as  among  another ; 
but  that  is  not  the  case. 

It  is  observablie  in^r.^igiou0  as^^JI^  ^  *^er  opera- 
tions of  the  mind,  that  those  alterations  which  are  the 
most  sudden  and  vehemefi;t,,  are  generally  more  tran-  . 
sient  than  those  which  take  place  more  gradually  and 
after  acdounta^k  assoelaticHisJ     -  :j 

^f;  We  might  satiior^lfy  expect  that  those  divinely  iiif 
spired !  would  be.superior  to  the  weaknesses  of  pct^i 
sionand  imperfections  oi  nature  incidental  to  dthe^{ 
but  ow  converts  appear  not  toJbe;  '  Thiesesuperiiuttt^ 
ral  afi^tions  are  itBattetided  withnany  ^lisckni^^ 
supeteatusai  seffiects';  the  possess^itt^  df  ^^^efen^  n<^& 
perform; oupaclest-  ;,.■'.  ..oinvii^ae-y  :^i  i<iiiUi^l:p^^^^^ 

fVom  these  observations-it  is  pipesuined^' that  dieted  >^ 
ahqndaiit  ieasoii  ibc  ippEctoadingi  thi^thdfte  Mk^iper- 
«i0niBHlermedn  siipcinatiiraivdbfei  i^sotMn^H^n^^ 
!iiatui»:;a(^%  ;ti|»a  ikse^  fajotsA  ioi'mml  t^gifea^lii 
those  wise  ^nd^  iiafiiiitaUeiukws  vlaid-doW#  l^^llte 
adbrable  Maker  of  ail/thiiK^i;^iiaAd««he  Tefisbty  ^f  %ar 
temttog:  liheni. miracuious  is/i  bc^caasfr'  Wef  &^  ^idM 
with  our  weak  Guides  to:  &aceii&e  wt^ll^r^  «oltii> 
catenations,  ^nd  view  the  iofmite  vaiie^i^'  shiadi^^ 
whkh  the  dhtellectual  paft  of  maii^  is  siaiittipiM^^ At 
theisanie  lintt  it>x36nfes^^ 
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iciternal  feeliiig,  and' wKat  ^iM^^^^^hk^Wyiemii-^ 
strat^d  either  way,  no  argumeiif^'^  on  the  sitbjeCt  c^ft 
b^  hoped  of  any  feateriuT  bandit,  either  to  the  person 
^b supposes  hiiiiself  to  have  il^^bot  cannot  fe3^aiiiit, 
or  to  Mm  that  has  it  ribti  and  catttibt  conceive  it.'  ^^l^"" 

fi:4k>Bn»tofc,u^ife  sibxik  id€  THEOPHlLANTHROPIST^aa 

;  iU!i|Oim;.7>av*MlS  ^6vt^^  OK'  TH«   ^*^'^^  ^^K>mfi  '/Uliaff  {> 

.  It  appears,  that  at  least  99  persons,  in  100  take 
ijh^ir  religious  opinions  iron^  their  parents^  and^accbrd- 
isig  to  education,. ;^Cw  without  ^ver  afterwards  exa- ' 
inining  tfori  tbeins^ves. .  Norn^,  as  this  belief :>arises 
frpi^:  causes,  tliat  are  variable,  and  quite  independent  of 
^e;  believers,  iitifofijows,  that  there  is.  no  security  whiit- 
^^^i»f^  iJts  sbeiBg  tracf.  the  chance:  being  always 
a^instit:  consequently^  such  persbns'  ojuaions^are 
g^^i>veight|ii*  the  dispute.::  vi  -i ;  .  t  nt  >i  [ 
_  {.j^^e  atl$^|i;^irto  this  iCOostdeBatioa  will,  it  ispre- 
mf^^i^&^&  the-' number  of  ieali<believ*eis  anduni- 
^^l^g^^xp  Christian  ieountrieis  m^ch  less -uiieqiiad 
till^Q^ 4f«t .;we imay  he  indkbed  to  supposei^'^ii/ 

rfiJ^h^  evidence:  Ibr  Christiaiiity  is  founded .on'^proba^ 
i^^ief  ky^^  a  process  cf:  reasoning,  not  beii^  intuitive 
Of,  ,i^M#yidf^.  The  V contrary  <rf  ita  being  true  cUn 
)^9i8%r]l^.  Oon^^ivedand  does  aot  imply  acoatradictioB. 
i/.^S^ftgjter'lhc^  different  constitutions  'of  the  human 
fli^|fi|fcQf'|;^^»^ys  *»t  mcMreorkss,  a  certain  differ- 


£. 


ei;i?^^  of  ppiftioa  ,Hpon,i^l  ,,^bj^te^^.ip  ,^prQport?oi^,^ 
their  want  bf  sdl^yijd^flt  jiropf., ,  T^^»  ^^A^^ 
ject  confessedly  has  it  not,  ought  we  to  expect  troria  it  * 
thoBei'iiiai^ersaj^,Fe8all^ which  it  could  only  produce  by 
having  it?  4^1^^  yiji^   I , 

w  That  there  should  be  many  who  are  not  satisfied' 
with  the  evidence  of  the  Christian  religion  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  sint»  itis^SoTSf  that  nature*  to  pro- 
dace  universal  acquiescence.  Where  then  can  be  the 
pi-opriety  of  inveighing  so  bitterly  against  some  for 
rejec^nffi-^lKl^^clclflllij^^bb  the  future  of  ^ngs,  all 
cannot  be  expected  to  receive  t  Assuredly,  the  sin  of 
d<M]bting  must  be  propgj^jjglgl  to  the  evidence ;  then 
why  should  we  attach  the  same  pimishment  for  disbe- 
lieving things  that'4U^  iBDtiSelf^vident  as  we  do  for 
things  that  are  ? 

,  With  regard  to  the  asserttons,  that  "  'tis  their  pride 
prevents  their  belief,  that  they  make  a  Deity  of  their 
i^g^OD,  and  put  thenfiaely^.ip  opposition  to  Heavep,"  . 
&Cr  }X  Daay  be  seriously  asked,  Are  these  assertprs 
smcerie  In  what,  tliey  sayj  oris  it  merely  sf)teeh^.';,'C8i^i 
iheyi  or  any  oAe^,  for  an  instant  'c6nceive  It  to  ^  jpBs- 
sjbje  for  a  man  in  bis  senses,  wha  b$d  any  idea  brhtai 


ter»  !pr  of  nfeaif^M,  «i"d  is  so,  •ile^pjy'  intebaa^e^  'iti 
4!h|Mi|bjecti  :to  j^  m  sucb  a  w  J     .  ,,       !      ^ 

I'Tljeremary  be  some  person  for  ^fcoftsid^i^tit  dtat  t^^ 
fenei^o  be  fals<q  iwhicb  might  cause  us  to  tniifk'exi^ 

en^e  i|  curse,  rath^  than  a  bli^ii^,'  aioicl'  to  ^^ijJl^^ii 


probability,  that^  number  of  the  savedjHwttW®^- 
tremefy  smaU  in'  prb^ortioh  to  that  which  ii'lcKitt 
tbeq,  when  a.  diiid  is  born,  accotdi^  to  ttre  J^*«i^  ol" 
chances,  there  are  very  great  odHk  again^  its  'bfein^ 
saved.  Q uery ,  Whether  it  be  a  bkssitig  to  be  born, 
to  run  any  risk  at  all  of  endless  niiseryj  ev^ti  Wetk  the 


-.-^t^^$:.'-. 


^  "^''^'Ms^^-wcAmM^^ 


Feb.  %181&.  ^fc^jr  It -is,  _••?«»::!  .-;.;.  ;       .  ...-.in  ^^mmi 
ol  ion  m  ^t toi^il'.v^  .^wiMi-ui  '-J  ^Mttj^  I^tw^fe r^v^^  .*>«I>  ^N^-i/ 


■.r«'  ■■■"-J^ir  ^ 


lingagaiqst . 

me  JUeists',  ItHat  I  am  for  truly  putting  ^Cti'istiailit^  ito 
this  ttial:    tbat%,''l  \v6uld  tbrft  fe  sfediildW  ^. 


Iq^wed  a^  ji^rfectl^  frj^   disciissidh  lii'  all  'th^ibgi'ckl 

i][^tt^r|,j^at  tHe/*  Age  of  ll«is6tt,^  diid  btl^et'  Wbrk? 

p^j' ^  3)m)lai*,  n^ture^.  sKour^  l^e  altow^q  t<5  bfe  pbbi isfe'^jST. 

Let  me' eneinles^of  our  reiicH^    briife  forward  tliiei'r 


pjk^Y\  sjci^ipns  recorded  in  tlie  BibleJ 'said  t6MH  m 
<|bir>e  1>y  the  expre^  cpmnland'pf ^^jod,  al-e  '6ljb<6l.ih^ 
itp  Hum^iiity , .  apd  i^  cbnfe-ddictiph  to  all  biir  id^  0f 
moral  justice.  '  Sucb  as  putting  wKolb  ndtfbtts  to  the 
sword  ;  sparing  neitli^r  age  nor  infancy;  utteriy"^ 
^tcoying  men,  women,  and  childrien ;  leaving*  ^fejIfW 
soiil  ^.  bredtlie^  &c.  &c.     But  does  not  the  fii^tej^  bf 


;  -~^  :  ■^?*^;?.'>"-  ^i«*-^^Ti'*' 
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tAte  the  tiibrality  of  tfae«a(^^  widtingS'ikiF  esplaining^ 
^^t,  mthiriAlm^hty  e6]abtaii%  <8updriiilBiids:«2lithe 

imm  i^milit%  hifknts  sa  tc^^bb  swadl^liradi a|iil:^{eart&'^ 

t*tMiid)  recotdied  in  the '  J^el,>  ^  iila  odt  mlii4kt»  >  ih ;  ithe 

liters  eeitaiti\y'tii«y  hmngfA  j^tilj^  kaptkjmt/ os^nst 
thy  pfofaf«i^ll8^6ltib!i^f  ttiePiNsto^  r<tiut:M  Chris* 
liieltj  who  trtily  appreciateg^^ teai^  v^ikffi  <  pf^^  iaii :  unwa^ 
vet4ng/diM;  ^il  "fatLve^^a^wich'^ii^meiitaritfatDtvoi]^ 
KidhUxnpi;  tirmhi&kfmhe  he&ds  it^:    They  ina^  tdJ:  iis^ 

told  tehvaiyirig  kW8,  it  i»  j  met  f  to  be  supposed  liie 
Mhiightyr,  liiMdl^er  to  d^^ffe^i^hOmwa  icrea*iir6y  wll;jp^>- 
ft*m  ft  fiaimefe.  ,  Ot  (t6^8td«e^^h0  case  itiore  particu- 
larly) if  asofii^ty  df  buihari  beioga  wiil  be  so.iiii^yEik'* 
]itg  and  iinptdd^ilt,  as  to  ttiak!e  theip  residence  ati  tiiej^ 
torn  of  M6^¥nft  Vesuyius;  or  iEtna^  that  the^^ieateqf  wiU 
partial^  sifspeiid  the  laws  of  nature^  in  onMr  that,  Ae 
bbniitog  lavas  iiiay  not  overwhelm  them  in  de^tntctiob/; 
or,  thftt  if  tnortais  wiH  b6  so  pe^umptuong  sis:  to  buHd 
their  dwel^ipg^  «fn  the ;  6cite  of  <  formec  diesdiatimis, 
^'  iiffiboii  Ib^  ilistance,  th^^  tfa^  Ajoiigiifcy)  Idll  mt&B- 

terpose,  in  bidder  Ito  pneve^  the  recorreiics  :q£  laoiotber 

earthqtiake;  idr  that  Gdd'  wiH 'in  aqy  <swe^  ^^^ 

Btispend  the' et^*nal  Ittwd  ^f  fbei  'UniTerse,  iix  order  to 

pt-^SerVea  mc^rti^  tiiat  may  be  accident^y  liableito 

be  de^^yed  by  their  etfects.  They  miiy  teK  ;is^  jail 
this  if  thJy  Ch0dsfe,'a4!d  likewise,  that  this: iia     ** 


ahbther  thing,  t6  mi  e^tpress  command  from  God 
self  to  one  s^t  of  human  beings  to  annihilate  anotbei!. 
Mp^lThus  we  refttt^  it  alt :  such  aigum^its  are  Iwflt  cm 
hunian  reason,  \diich  it  behoves  every  pious  Christiaii 
to  distrust!  ;  ;  j^J^/ 

Let'  them  assert,  that   Jesus  Christ  him^t^  ^ 
there  was  such  a  person)  has  proved  the  delus^  be 

■  ■      ■  .      -  -  ■      _  ( 


fit  l^SSi^ESl^KAUttEP; 

J8l»KMirMnyi|der.,c:saiee  he  i  .dctually  aqd  {distinctly  pr^ 

ciiotcdv '  fny  mbp%^  plaeed ;  vtbaa   one, .  tiwfc  ihis  .siqco»4 
cdiniiig^^inMiidii>qnk  4lie:)^^    of  tl^:  JQStJsurviviog 

sa^'l^itk|Hiiwi3<iii]^s,!  thbfei  such  i^^as  their  opuMpn^ 
Let  khemi^oBc^itiafan  tl^deafC^ipttQaiof  h^^ 
the  cloiidsjQisanhtedia  jthe^goipel)  wk^l  jh^  ^trumpets 
sdtindin^fbdftne  ijimy  ^tndite^it  a  mere  i^resentat^jon 
of  ihunafidipagrantry ,  ahdionworthy  of  feping ; imputed 
tOiifaje ;:Aliragtity  <Jjr£»t^  Rv^QibasmiUiQij$(^  tniUia^ 

of  :iiu^U6iat;bl9  ccMsu»£MaJ>t  We  tbps,  r^v^'ibe  fiisl 
parti  of  ttesiini&Bepre^eBtaltQr^j^Jespe^^.a^i^  prf^dicf  jpg 

th»->«te9truclton .c^.JfiTiWftoa,  0$  ity^  fffldyit  twow 
rek^ec^  speaks M  hisisetJond  -oomii^t:  ^f^e^'gljes  K],4^ 
scriptioii/tidwirhe r/W;iHi appear  ipth^clc«ids,>v 
angds  soujqding  therr  trMiopeits  before  himij  ^c,  &c.  wad 
-tb«i  fflontiBiijes  th^!t;:*t;¥erHy  I  say  jiintp  .you,  r.^A,w 
generafiom  shall  not  pass  away^  till  all  .tl{<^_  tf^ing&he 
fidJili»dJ^ic  JNolw  it^isi evident,  that  tbi^  la*t  yerse^can 
^<»»ly  iidkide  to  the  destruction  of ;-JerHsal^ra,  aad  th^t 
ithe  pasrage  is  misplaced  by  many  sqiitfe^ce!*:  \,lt,.v\^ 
truev  we&Lve  no  voucher^  for  thjs,  nor  !cai^>we  piercpive 
ivkatinstancetbere  GQiild  have  be^n  for  any  o^pe  to 
lUxve  nUade  the  alteration  ;  but  asmore  than  seventeen 
4;enikrie8  hav.e  xevolve^  since  the  deaith  cn^- CbriEit,  ayi^ 
41®  sectihd  ccanjijt^  yet  .taiken  place,  w^^we  fu^ly  justkied 
iHltnamtaini]:^  iiiep^sageito  beroisplaced..  Ant^^i 
vJiiTheDekts  accusetuaof  all  along}; jsuppressing^tlieir 
^rirarksi .  aad  certainly,  i^  this<i^pe(^tir^«P3?ust  fi(^^Qm^ 
ledge  we  have  acted  unfairly,  j  T^y  spy .  i^at  most  of 
theandent productions ,op  their. sid^  theiquestioEi. are 
lost;  while jtbe  answers  to  them  are  still  extant rf  From 
-tbi&  circumstance  they  infer,  designing  and  super3ti- 
.tious monlis  and  priests,  in  order  to  tremoye. e^ry 
^hingout  of  the  way  tbat  naight  militate  against  thfiir 
^etrine,  destroyed. all  the  writii^s  of  their  oppopeiita^ 

t  while  they  carefully  preserved  those  of  their  own  pafl^- 
Jjt  ijs.  likewise  affirmed,   the  bpok  ,  entitled    t^er,  Age 

. ;  of  jR^soix,  is  ja  more  formidable  enemy   ;to  Chris- 
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tianity  thafn  i^ny' w<lrk  ^ev^^  H^fe#  j^ftM 

threatens,  should  it  b^comepopiilttfj  tsa'^hakeltsflittiay 
fabric  (for  thus  they  speak '©f  dtth  rtligitJii)  fof-  its  very 
foundatioif-;  ttmt  the^diapge  of  bfespB®*^  i«^  bfSt^ht 
against  it  tb'feup^res^  it,  solely  fiotiiiitoii©f|his-**6Hi 
j  sequence,  ahd  that  cmr  oft  rep^att^iasiseffiMii  **  if 
Christianity  cannot  withstand  th^^  test  -of  re<is8Mi  it 
ought  to  fali,"  is  a  tneire  HKXJkery,  for;  in  fecj^^We^fUHy 
pt&ve  our  intehtidn  Is',  never  to  bring;''  *«iir^  dftcttint! 
to^such  a  tribunal;  I  am  very  *6rry  "^ai  thiS'  last 
charge  ^gatnstus  is  not  altogether  eilfbundedi!  'Why 
should  not  the  arguments  of  our  oppon^it^  b^alldt^ 
to  be  publkhed  ?  their  aiithorfe  would  very- ddbiij^iatti 
fuily  persuaded,  meet  with  a  total  discotftfii^re^'  and 

find    our  ■  Polemics  more  l^an  ^mpetent'  W  J^S^ify 
their  own  catii^.   ;m>««ftftj^>  4M^)t*^id  'J*)^*?mfj  :%m 

i^^Every  one  knows  th«it  Mr.  Paine  wasiillitferateiithat 
is,  he  only  knew  hisowrt  language  perfectly,  sihd'had  Si 
smattering  of  Flinch.  Now;  have  we  not  bishop*; 
deacons,  lecturers,  curat^^  &c;  who  a*6  '^^tfijiiainted 
with  Hebrew,  Greek,  SyriaCj  Arabic,  La^n,  aiid  iseve- 
nU  other  tongues,  living  as  well  as  dead  ?aT*d  surely, 
it  would  be  strange,  if,  with  all  this  various  l^rping; 
aided  by  their  laborious  researches  into  the  antiquated 
writings  of-^tbe  priniitivejGhristians,  (those  credible 
attesters  of  miracles  and  witeficraft,)  that  they  should 
not  be  able  to  overturn  aqch  a  paltty  antagolitsir  as 
Thomas  Paine;  who^^aiaisl'  made  use  of  nof  otfier 
weapon  :but  Ai»manr€C»(m ;  who  ridiculed  Fai^tasU 
mere  chimera  ;  and  maintained,  that  a  strict  observailce 
of  moral  virtue  constituted  the  only  worship  that  wais 
in  reality  ftleasing.  to  the  Deity.  Physiologists '  have 
^■^  asserted,  I  know,  that  the  human  brain  is  only  capable 
of  a  certain^  degree  of  active  energy,*  and  ;m*li  every 
additbnal  talent  we  may  acquire  mufet  fee'i^fj^d  ai 
^lexpehce  of  all  the  other  powei^s  v  aftd'thftt?,^c*6i]^ 
seqw^ly,  he  who  is  familiar  with  ft' VariJetybf^lan-i 
guag«iic"annot  possibly  think-' very  profoundly 'in^'wryi 

the  whde  of  his  intellect  being  absorbed,-  a^  iM'f^t^ 


i^l  p9st:M-ltfibs€hite\y  egtijdguished,  inktie  complU 
calif^m^ttotcif  grammatical  construction,  and  theendr 
less  labour  of  leommitting  .to  memory  the  various  chatr 
fact^79<  !a04  ienumeraMe  quantity  vi'  words  necessary 
for  pbt^inlng ^uch  knowledge.  On  the -other  hand, 
is  bojdiy  avexredj  that  he  who  knows  bis  .own  ian- 
gu^e  perfectly,  and  no  oth<^,  may  become,  as  it  were^i 
14  Ills  ye^  0saenGe,  a  compound  of  diought  and  re^ 
fleetiofle)  capable  of  drawing,  from  the  lumincwis  stores 
of  ^18  own  ilnderstandiiig  alone,  ai^uicnents  that  shall 
pi|t  Jo  fl%ht  all  the  scholastic  quibWing  of  the  mere 
Cbris(fi?m  linguist,  causing  the  gloom  engendered  by 
bis  ^ubtilties.  to  vanish  like  mist  before  theann.      . 

>The  Deists  accuse  us  of  disturbing  the  lasjt  momjeKts^ 
of  the  viftuQus,  and  terrifying  their  imaginations  with 
the  prospect  of  eternal  damnation.  They  say,  that 
wben  auch  infetuated  pers<Mis  (whose  bodily  weaJcneess 
retii^r$  them  more  than  childish)  become  overwhelmed 
with  the  dreadful  picture,  and  give  way  to  the  weak- 
Heagtof  humamty,  that  we  then  infer,  they  had  a  proh 
per  «ense  i<3if  the  enormity  of  their  guilt  before  they 
died  ;  aend  that  we  then  exclaim,  in  the  gloomy  poin^- 
pp$it^jof  the  fenatic  Youngs        .      ..  ;;i  .,  ^    ;• 

•  |dih**^.Mean>»y  li«e  £dq1s,  but  fools  they  canootidiet"  ^/uatthw 

it]  This  quotation,  when  applied  to  the  case  in  quesr 
tic^,  the  Deists  maintain  to  be  unjust,  and  sffe  Sor 
making  a  Dew  reading,  as  being  rather  more  app^ii- 

>5^^fijfi*-iiep  nwy  lire  wisdt^^bnt  fools  they  oftBiid%!\J\s\4Vj"t  iti 

4ri^>Shame!!M  the  Deists  eiy,  "  forbear:  to  disturb 
fbe|;4^j>artii^  moralist  with  your  stmnge  :  dogmas  ?! 
His,  sole  trust  is^in  ^is  Creator,  therefore  let  ubis  last 
hours  be.^nt  ip  peace !  Your  interference  is  ngetless, 
and  a/s  it  adds  to  (the  su^eringsof  expiring  huGBanity^ 
majr  nfdl;  foe  tooled  impious  and  cruel.     And  further. 
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what  conviction  can  be  gained  from  making  public  the 
imbecile  and  terror-extorted  confessions  made  by  the 
dying;  for  as  Rousseau  rightly  observes,  it  is  *  our 
reason  that  determines  our  belief,  and  when,  through, 
sickness,  that  faintly  becomes  impaired*  what  depend>r 
encecan  be  placed  onany  opinion  we  may  then  adopt  ?*  '* 
All  this  seems  at  the  first  glance  very  striking  and 
imposing,  but  is  easily  refuted.  I  shall  confine  my-T 
self,  however,  to  only  answering  the  latter  part  of  the 
above.  I  maintain,  then,  that  even  shouting  our  dog- 
mas in  the  ears  of  the  dying,^  and  thereby  disturbing 
their  last  moments,  is  a  mere  trifle,  when  put  in  com- 
petition with  the  eternal  advantages  that  may  by  this 
means  accrue  to  their  souls',  ■  It  is  well  known,  that 
Christians  formerly,  more  generally  than  at  present, 
did  not  scruple  to  compel  men  to  become  converts ; 
and  when  the  heretics,  as  they  were  termed,  obsti- 
nately held  out,  they  actually  burnt,  them  for  the  love 
of  Christ  /  This  manner  of  proceeding  Dr.  Paley 
has,  in  some  measure,  justified,^  by  affirming,  that  a$ 
the  salvation  of  the  soul  is  a  matter  of  infinitely  more 
importance  than  the  well-being  of  the  body,  so  these. 
converters,  who  actually  believed  salvation  to  exclu-: 
sively  depend  on  tlie  reception  of  their  dogmas,  may 
be  said  to  be  in  some  sort  excusable,  for  endeavouring 
by  all  the  means  within  their  power  to  save  a  man's 
soul^  though  his  body,  in  consequence,  might  b^  de« 
voted  to  the  flames.  Some,  I  know,  would  go  further, 
and  urge,  that  even  the  burning  of  those  who  were 
converted  by  the  threats  of  the  holy  fathers,  was  not 
impolitic,  since  it  may  be  justified  as  the  above  prin- 
ciple, of  preferring  the  welfere  of  the  soul  to  that  of 
the  body.  For  might  no)t  a  new-made  convert,  madi^ 
so  against  the  evidence  of  his  own  reason,  recant,  and 
thus  render  all  t^e  pious  zeal  of  those  soul 

'    «  VidfeLife  of  M.  de  Voltaire.-  "^  'f't'-'n^-'^Y-^r-f^rnhj^:  ^ 

'  Vide  Paley's  Evideaces  of  Cbristiaaity,  Part  IJI^  Cfaf^^fi^i}^ 
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qinte  abortive  ?  Nothing  more  likely,  and  therefore  to 
make  sure  of  his  eternal  felicity,  they  were  equally 
.excisable  in  committing  him  to  the  flames.  A  simi- 
lar f^rinciple  influenced  the  pious  Monk  towards  the 
unfortunate  Jew,  as  related  in  a  well-known  but  some- 
what ancient  story,  concluding  with  these  lines  :— 

-  . :    «*  Dragt  drag  me  out — I/reexe- — I  die"        '   .    r  i  '- 

"  Your  peace,  my  friend,  is  made  on  high ; .-;  • .    ^t   ^^  ^ -* 
Full  absolution  here  I  give ; 
Saint  Peter  will  your  soul  receive : 
Wasfa'f!^  clean  from  sin,  and  duly  shriven,       ~  \ 

New  converts  always  go  to  heaven ;  n  ■     .  . , 

:    No  hour  for  death  so  fit  as  this ;  >;v     . 

^    Hius,  thus  I  launch  you  into  bUss !" 
So  said — the  Father  in  a  trice 
■  ^         ffis  convert  launch'd  beneath  the  ice,     -^^^     '    ''^^ 

-  But  enough  of  this  bringing  forward  accusations 
and  objections  of  the  Deists,  and  answering  them  my- 
self. Let  them  be  brought  against  us  in  the  regular 
way,  and  we  will  readily  refute  them.  In  feet,  there 
will  be  some  novelty  in  such  an  occupation  to  many 
of  our  divines,  who  have  passed  many  years  in  the 
continued  sameness  of  preaching  to  conizations 
who  are  much  too  passive  and  obedient  ever  to  dis- 
sent a  single  syllable  from  the  doctrine  laid  down.  It  is 
now  several  years  since  our  Doctors  of  Divinity  really 
exerted  their  talents,  viz.  ever  since  the  first  publica- 
cation  of  the  Age  of  Reason.  I  think  it  downright 
inconsistency  for  our  authorities  to  prosecute  those 
who  pubUsh  works  of  this  kind,  seeing  those  works 
j^)solutely  benefit  Christianity.  For  did  not  the  above 
production  give  rise  to  innumerable  answers,  each  of 
which  was  sufficient  in  itsel&  to  prove  the  divine  ^- 
gin  and  infalibiUity  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  !  ^i^ 
Bishop  Watson's  Apology  for  the   Bible,  for  insts^ce, 

.  a  work  replete  with  genius ;  a  work  which  will  confer 
lasting  honour  on  its  reverend  author ;  and  wherein  we 
cannot  perceive  the  least  traces  of  what  our  adversaries 
term  priestcraft,  and  not  a  single  sentence  which  may 
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be  called  a  quibble.  Another  answer  to  the  Age  of 
Reason,  by  a  wit,  named  Robert  Thompson,  also  de- 
serves to  be  made  honourable  mention  of,  as  being 
neither  scurrilous  nor  contemptible  ;  as  does  likewise 
an  answer,  by  a  layman  of  the  name  of  Padman,  a  work 
of  vast  profundity,  and  in  which  there  is  not  to  be 
found  any  perversion  or  pitiful  misrepresentation  of 
passages  in  Mr.  Paine's  book.  Should  these  two 
last  gentlemen  be  still  in  existence,  and  chance  to  pe- 
ruse this,  they  will  be  extremely  grateful,  I  am  sure, 
for  my  thus  noticing  them  ;  but  they  may  reserve  all 
thanks,  for  the  encomiums  I  have  passed  upon  them 
are  nothing  more  than  their  real  deserts}  But  to  con- 
clude. Seeing,  I  say,  that  deistical  works  are  beneficial 
to  our  holy  and  only  true  religion,  by  making  its 
ministers  exert  their  talents,  let  them  be  printed  and 
freely  circulated,  and  in  so  doing  we  shall  no  longer 
lay  under  the  vile  odium  of  being  oppressors  and  per- 
secutors for  righteousness  sake. 

A  firm  Believer,  in  the  only  true  God, 
and  a  future  state  of  Retribution, 

London, 
Jan.  30,  1819.  ..  .-,,. 

*  There  is  also  a  Mr.  S.  Thompson,  a  member  of  the  sect  called 
"  Free  Thinking  Christians,"  who  in  a  work  entitled  "  Evidences  of 
Revealed  Religion  on  atnew  Flan,**  has  attempted  to  answer  some  of 
the  objections  of  Mr.  Paine ;  but  as  his  arguments,  though  said  to 
be  quite  inconclusive,  have  too  much  the  appearance  of  human  rea- 
son, I  have  not  thought  proper  to  mention  him  as  a  person  who 
has  much  benefited  our  cause ;  and  especially  as  I  understand  thai 
*'  implicit  faith"  forms  no  part  of  the  creed  of  the  above  sect. 
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